Cheetwood Community Primary School

Year 4: Curriculum News – Summer 1 2021
Class Teacher: Mr Hardy  

Teaching Assistants: Mrs Rogerson 
In Y4 this half term your child will be learning the following:

English
Areas of Study: Stories from other cultures, persuasive writing, poetry, grammar and punctuation, spellings and speaking and listening. 
How you can support your child: 
· Explore stories that originated in countries from around the world. A great opportunity for parents to share cultural stories or stories from when they were younger. Also, a great chance to find out about and read stories that are from countries from around the world.
· Research what persuasive writing is and find out about persuasive writing topics.
· Look at and discuss non-fiction texts such as encyclopaedias, instructions, manuals etc. 

· Listen to them read a variety of texts at home including poetry, stories and newspapers; ask them questions about what they have read.
· Talk to your child about their books and complete activities e.g. book reviews and character descriptions.

· Encourage your child to complete independent writing such as stories and poetry.

· Help them to complete their weekly Big Talk homework and the redraft of their Big Write – discuss this with them and encourage them to write their ideas down in full sentences.
· Test your child on their half termly spellings and their definitions.
Maths
Areas of Study: Fractions, decimals and percentages, Area, perimeter and volume, Angles, Problem solving including word problems. 

How you can support your child:

· Practise place value and addition/ subtraction/ multiplication/division skills

· Revise any areas of Maths we have already covered in class 

· Practise mental maths skills at home regularly.
· Practise and memorise 12 x12 times tables and corresponding division facts. Use the website: https://tt.serveweb.co.uk/  to encourage your children to practice working on their speed – the challenge is to answer each question in less than 6 seconds!
· Encourage your child to use Maths in everyday life. For example, counting out money to pay in shops, reading bus or television timetables, sharing out treats equally or weighing out ingredients. 

· Understand and remember the properties of 2D and 3D shapes.

· Practise the use of all four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division), in calculation and word problem formats.

· Help them to complete their weekly Maths homework.
Topic: Victorians, Coasts and Modern Europe

In History we will be looking at Victorians and in Geography we will be studying Coasts and Modern Europe. 

How you can support your child

· Research life during the Victorian era.

· Begin to understand that the Victorian era was a time of great change for the people of Britain.
· To understand that our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

· Find out about railways during the Victorian era and the impact they had on industry.

· Look at maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate and describe features studied 

· Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics and major cities.

· Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region in a European country.

· Describe and understand key aspects of physical and human geography.
· Research and find out about the following countries: France, Germany, Italy, Spain, Russia, Norway
Science – Circuits and Conductors
This half term we will be studying electricity. The children will be looking at and constructing their own circuits and understanding the importance of electricity around the world. We will be looking at common household appliances that use electricity. The children will also be completing their own project and researching, designing and making their very own torches.

How you can support your child: 

· Discuss with your child what they have learnt in Topic.

· Help your child to complete their independent research and project homework.

· Discuss, research and identify key aspects of electricity and how we use it in everyday life.

· Understand and use electrical symbols.
· Identify common appliances that use electricity.
· Understand circuits and how they must be complete in order for electricity to flow.

· To understand and identify the dangers associated with electricity and how to handle it safely.
· Research the above areas with your child.
Areas of Study
· Computing – using spreadsheets to present data

· Art – Collage – using a range of different materials to create space themed art work.

· Design and Technology – create a design that meets a specific set of requirements

How you can support your child: 

· Help children to complete their project homework and to conduct independent research.
· Talk to children about what they have been learning in Topic and help them to revise this.
PE

Pupils will be doing PE on the following day: 

Tuesday

Homework

Each week your child will be given:
· A piece of maths and reading homework handed out on Thursday to be handed in the following Wednesday.

· A set of spellings to be learnt each half term.  Please practise these with your child.
· Work will also be set on Google Classroom. Mr Hardy will tell children when work is available on Google Classroom.
Please encourage your child to read three times a week and ensure you sign their reading diary.
You can contact me on the following email addresses: 
l.hardy@cheetwood.manchester.sch.uk
year4@cheetwood.manchester.sch.uk
